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Headquarters  Louisiana  Division, 
United  Confederate  Veterans, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

The  preliminaries  incident  to  the  opening  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Louisiana  Division,  United  Confederate  Veter- 
ans, at  Lake  Charles,  La.,  October  25th,  1916,  were  made 
most  enjoyable  by  the  unfeigned  welcome  of  the  people,  and 
the  earnest  and  eloquent  words  of  welcome  extended  by 
Mayor  Ruling,  of  Lake  Charles ;  Mr.  C.  D.  Moss,  of  Chamber 
of  Commerce ;  Commander  G.  M.  Gossett,  and  H.  C.  Gill,  of 
Camp  No.  62 ;  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Tucker,  of  the  Boy  Scouts. 
Such  a  welcome  is  both  inspiring  and  encouraging  to  our 
comrades. 

The  addresses  of  welcome  were  eloquently  responded  to 
and  acknowledged  by  Capt.  James  Dinkins  on  behalf  of  the 
Louisiana  Division,  U.  C.  V. 

Capt.  John  A.  Webb,  of  the  National  Association  of 
Vicksburg  Veterans,  who  was  to  leave  for  home  at  an  early 
hour,  then  addressed  the  meeting  in  the  interest  of  the  re- 
union of  the  Blue  and  the  Gray  October  16th  to  19th,  1917, 
after  which  the  1916  convention  and  reunion  of  the  Louis- 
iana Division  was  called  to  order  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  with 
Commander  A.  B.  Booth  presiding. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Comrade  Rev. 
M.  E.  Shaddock,  of  Camp  No.  62  of  Lake  Charles,  La. 

Upon  call  of  roll  of  camps  by  Comrade  Thomas  Higgins, 
Adjutant  General,  twenty-three  camps  answered  to  roll 
call. 

The  Commander  appointed  Comrades  S.  L.  Lavergne,  of 
Camp  No.  198;  J.  B.  Levert,  Camp  No.  9,  and  N.  S.  Mc- 
Leod,  Camp  No.  490,  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  Camps  num- 
bered 9,  16,  17,  41,  196,  345,  545,  798,  1185  and  1777  had 


duly  signed  credentials  and  were  entitled  to  twenty  votes 
in  the  Convention;  but  that  the  delegates  from  the  follow- 
ing camps  had  not  presented  properly  authenticated  cre- 
dentials, and  the  committee  therefore  referred  these  thir- 
teen camps  with  thirty  votes  to  the  Convention  for  such  ac- 
tion as  it  deems  proper.  After  discussion,  it  was,  upon  mo- 
tion duly  carried,  agreed  to  seat  the  entire  delegation  as 
follows : 

Camps  No.  3,  three  votes,  W.  T.  Lassiter  and  F.  S.  Hor- 
ton ;  No.  6,  three  votes,  J.  M.  Pringle ;  No.  9,  two  votes,  J.  B. 
Levert  and  George  H.  Tichenor;  No.  14,  two  votes,  C.  P. 
Richard  and  James  0.  Chachere;  No.  16,  two  votes,  A.  B. 
Booth ;  No.  17,  two  votes,  R.  L.  Pruyn ;  No.  41,  two  votes,  J. 
A.  Roscoe  and  W.  S.  Gullett;  No.  62,  two  votes,  M.  E.  Shad- 
dock and  H.  C.  East;  No.  193,  two  votes,  J.  S.  Millikin ; 
No.  196,  Thibodaux,  two  votes,  Franklin  Aucoin  and  J.  0. 
Poche ;  No.  229,  two  votes,  R.  H.  Smith ;  No.  345,  two  votes, 
R.  W.  Allen  and  N.  J.  Wooster;  No.  490,  three  votes,  J.  S. 
Clarkson  and  N.  S.  McLeod ;  No.  545,  two  votes,  C.  W.  Mc- 
Kinney  and  R.  S.  Brunson ;  No.  607,  two  votes,  W.  D.  Gooch 
and  Fred  Vaughn ;  No.  634,  two  votes,  John  Trimble ;  No, 
798,  two  votes,  S.  L.  Lavergne;  No.  1111,  two  votes,  W.  B. 
Diamond  and  A.  W.  McCall;  No.  1185,  two  votes,  J.  R.  Free- 
man, G.  W.  White  and  J.  Y.  Riley ;  No.  1497,  two  votes,  C.  K. 
Oakes  and  J.  S.  Johnson ;  No.  1503,  two  votes,  A.  Cham- 
pagne and  D.  J.  Higginbotham ;  No.  1603,  three  votes,  W.  E. 
Dark,  J.  F.  Starnes  and  J.  E.  Rogers;  No.  1777,  two  votes, 
J.  S.  Robertson  and  J.  F.  Havens.  Total,  twenty-three 
camps,  with  fifty  votes. 

COMMANDER  A.  B.  BOOTH 

addressed  the  Convention  as  follows ; 

Friends  and  Cmnrades : 

Another  year  has  passed,  with  its  trials  and  blessings, 
trying  us  in  the  crucible  of  time,  removing  the  dross  from 


our  hearts,  or  tarnishing  them,  according  as  we  have  im- 
proved by  the  performance  of  our  duty,  or  neglected  the 
opportunities  which  it  has  given  to  prove  our  faith  and  de- 
votion by  our  works. 

NECROLOGY. 

In  the  Providence  of  God,  the  roll  call  of  time  has  taken 
rich  toll  from  our  ranks  to  the  mysterious  beyond,  leaving 
us  blessed,  only,  by  the  hallowed  memories  of  the  lives  and 
deeds  of  Past  Commander  Will  H.  Tunnard  (Historian  of 
the  3rd  Regt.  of  the  La.  Infty.)  ;  Major  J.  D.  Calhoun,  Asst. 
Surgeon  General;  Majors  and  Aids-de-Camp  John  W.  Car- 
nahan,  A.  A.  Delahoussaye  and  W.  H.  Scanland,  and  J.  J. 
Billingsley.  A  page  of  our  minutes  should  be  dedicated  to 
their  memory. 

Many  other  noble  souls  from  our  membership  have  an- 
swered the  last  summons,  and  I  regret  that  our  camps  do 
not  report  promptly  every  death,  that  we  could  enroll  each 
name  here. 

As  our  ranks  fade  away  from  a  busy  world  of  strife  we 
should  come  close  together  in  comradeship,  in  organization, 
and  in  discipline.  The  death  of  each  comrade  should  be 
promptly  notified  to  the  Commander  of  the  Division,  giving 
full  name,  with  rank  and  the  command  in  which  he  served. 

PENSIONS. 

Pensions  are  now  the  subject  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
needy  veterans  and  the  needy  widows  of  veterans. 

House  Bill  No.  101,  the  Fields-Nix  Bill,  now  submits  an 
amendment  to  Article  303  of  our  State  Constitution  in  the 
interest  of  the  Pensioners. 

It  provides  that  the  whole  of  the  1-mill  tax  shall  go  to  the 
pension  fund  exclusively,  and  that  as  the  Pensioners  die, 


this  fund  shall  be  used  to  increase  the  pensions  of  the  sur- 
vivors, until  they  reach  a  maximum  of  $25.00  per  month.  I 
have  urged  all  Veterans  to  use  their  influence  to  have  this 
amendment  carried  at  the  election  Nov.  7th,  1916.  It  does 
not  increase  taxes,  but  will  prevent  any  of  the  pension  fund 
being  diverted  to  other  purposes,  excepting  only  the  surplus 
over  and  above  the  maximum  pension  of  $25.00,  when  that 
may  be  reached. 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  me,  that  the  wife,  upon  the 
death  of  a  pensioner,  is  required  to  make  and  file  a  new  ap- 
plication, based  upon  the  record  of  her  deceased  husband, 
just  as  if  she  was  the  widow  of  a  Veteran  who  was  not 
drawing  a  pension ;  and  that  she  can  only  draw  a  pension 
from  the  date  of  such  filing  and  not  from  the  date  of  the 
death  of  her  pensioner  husband. 

If  this  is  true  the  rules  should  be  modified,  so  that  upon 
the  death  of  a  pensioner,  his  surviving  widow  should  take 
his  place  and  receive  pension  from  the  date  of  his  death  by 
simply  proving  that  she  is  his  lawful  surviving  widow,  and 
eligible  as  to  other  qualifications  required  by  law,  if  this  can 
be  legally  done. 

LOUISIANA  MILITARY  RECORDS. 

At  your  annual  Convention  at  Shreveport  in  1907,  you 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  State  to 
have  compiled  and  published  all  Official  Records  of  Confed- 
erate troops  from  Louisiana. 

In  1908  the  State,  by  Legislative  Act,  authorized  and 
legalized  this  work. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the  disaffection  of 
some  of  the  Veterans  of  two  camps  in  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans during  General  Castleman's  administration,  and  be- 
ginning soon  after  the  Monroe  Convention  of  1908,  and  re- 
sulting in  their  withdrawal  from  the  Division.     Some  of 


their  members  have  continually  since  their  secession,  done 
all  they  could  to  hinder  or  destroy  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Military  Records,  during  the  time  of  General  Cas- 
tleman,  General  Shaffer  and  myself. 

General  Castleman,  in  his  report  as  Commissioner  on 
May  10th,  1912,  said : 

"For  some  reason,  known  to  themselves  only,  some  of 
the  Veterans  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  after  the  act 
creating  the  office  was  passed,  and  after  the  work  began, 
saw  fit  to  object  to  the  compilation,  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  being  done. 

"To  such  an  extent  was  this  opposition,  that  many  ob- 
stacles were  thrown  in  my  way.  Veterans  were  advised  not 
to  reply  to  my  circular  requesting  assistance ;  the  use  of  the 
original  rolls  in  their  possession  was  refused  me ;  certain 
members  of  two  of  the  principal  camps  advised  other  Vet- 
erans not  to  aid  me  in  any  way.  And  this  in  a  work  so  im- 
portant to  preserve  a  record  of  the  part  they  took  in  the 
great  struggle,  for  the  benefit  of  their  children  and  posterity 
generally,  and  possibly  to  aid  their  comrades  in  obtaining 
assistance  that  might  be  provided  for  them. 

"I  was,  by  their  action,  hampered,  my  work  retarded  to 
some  extent,  and  much  expense  and  hard  work  entailed  on 
me  from  this  opposition,  I  was  accused  through  the  press 
by  articles  emanating  from  or  inspired  by  this  opposition 
of  making  soldiers'  records,  or  allowing  Veterans  to  make 
thei7'  own  records,  adding  names  to  the  rolls  and  supplying 
incidents  of  service  from  their  own  statements;  and  these 
charges  were  made  without  visiting  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner to  examine  the  method  pursued  or  to  recommend 
others,  which  would  have  been  gladly  and  graciously  re- 
ceived. 

"I  have  not  been  able,  up  to  this  writing,  to  understand 
this  opposition,  especially  since  one  of  the  camps  opposing 
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had  officially  asked  the  Governor  to  appoint  me  to  do  this 
work.  None  of  the  camps  opposed  the  act,  on  the  contrary, 
the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  at  their  annual  Conven- 
tion in  Shreveport  in  1907,  during  the  administration  of 
General  J.  A.  Prudhomme,  who  recommended  the  passage  of 
the  act,  unanimously  approved  the  same  by  resolution 
offered  by  a  member  of  the  Washington  Artillery  Organiza- 
tion, some  of  the  members  of  which  now  object  to  the  com- 
pilation, or  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  being  done.  All 
without  coming  to  my  office  to  learn  what  I  had  so  often 
stated,  viz :  that  no  personal  statement  from  a  soldier  now 
living  was  to  be  used  more  than  as  a  guide  to  help  find 
official  facts." 

This  opposition  has  been  continued  by  some  in  such  a  vin- 
dictive manner  as  to  convince  every  unprejudiced  person 
who  knows  the  facts,  that  it  is  done,  not  from  any  motive 
of  good  for  the  Veterans,  or  for  the  State,  but  because  of 
their  unjust  and  unaccountable  arraignment  of  the  Louis- 
iana Division,  U.  C.  V.,  in  matters  wherein  the  Division 
and  General  Castleman  were  fully  sustained  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, by  the  Department  Commanders  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee ;  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and 
every  Division  Commander  of  the  South,  besides  the  camps 
of  the  Louisiana  Division. 

When  the  Legislature  of  1916  met,  some  of  these  parties 
were  there  working  by  most  insidous  ways  to  discredit  the 
work,  and  petitioning  that  all  appropriations  be  refused. 
They  told  Legislators  that  the  work  was  of  no  value.  That 
any  person  could  write  to  the  War  Department,  and  for  two 
cents  get  any  report  this  office  could  give.  That  the  work 
was  not  being  pressed  for  completion,  and  never  would  be 
published,  and  other  absurd  things,  that  investigation  of 
the  office  would  disprove. 

The  surprising  feature  of  this  to  me  was,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  affect  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  composed 


of  intelligent  men,  such  as  the  people  of  Louisiana  elect  to 
represent  them.  And  this  committee  cut  down  the  appro- 
priation asked  for  one-half,  and  reduced  the  salary  to  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  per  year,  which  does  not  support  my  family 
of  six  in  New  Orleans,  and  which  would  have  justified  me 
in  throwing  up  the  work,  but  for  the  fact  that  it  is  peculiarly 
Louisiana  Division,  U.  C.  V.,  work,  and  as  I  have  some  other 
income,  I  am  willing  to  dutifully  finish  the  work.  When  I 
found  this  reduction  in  appropriation,  without  asking  any 
increase  in  my  salary,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  every  member  of 
the  Legislature  asking  one  thousand  dollars  additional,  to 
give  me  another  stenographer  in  the  office  to  facilitate  the 
work,  which  those  who  have  opposed  us,  say  is  not  pro- 
gressing rapidly  enough,  but  this  was  refused  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  and  we  are  now  diligently  prose- 
cuting the  work,  with  the  reduced  appropriation. 

Finding  that  the  demand  upon  our  time  for  free  publica- 
tion of  individual  records,  was  really  so  much  as  to  retard 
our  work,  I  consulted  the  Attorney  General,  who  confirmed 
my  opinion  that  I  had  a  right  to  charge  a  fee  for  the  State, 
I  fixed  a  nominal  fee  of  $1.00  each,  for  such  publication  of 
Individual  Records.  In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  I  have  not 
refused  this  service  to  needy  Veterans  or  widows,  applying 
for  pensions,  whose  numbers  are  limited,  but  have  found  it 
essential  to  apply  it  to  other  persons. 

Here  some  Veterans  in  New  Orleans,  opposing  us,  began 
an  attack  on  this  protecting  charge  of  $1.00  by  misleading 
newspaper  articles ;  although  they  had  said  the  service  could 
be  obtained  from  the  War  Department  for  two  cents. 

I  regret  to  see  that  there  are  yet  those  among  the  Veter- 
ans who,  without  investigation,  are  thus  willing  to  unjustly 
criticise  our  work.  Through  all  the  unjust,  if  not  malicious 
attacks  they  have  made  I  have  tried  to  act  with  the  dignity 
which  one  occupying  the  Honorable  position  of  Commander 
of  your  Division  should  maintain,  in  the  hope  that  our  fra- 
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ternal  treatment  of  those  who,  in  their  misguided  course, 
have  left  our  organization,  might  yet  return  to  our  ranks, 
and  partake  of  the  harmony  and  comradeship  which  has 
prevailed  among  us. 

The  work  is  one  of  great  magnitude,  and  great  importance 
to  the  descendants  of  the  loyal  Confederate  Soldiers  who 
went  out  from  Louisiana. 

The  compilation  is  being  made  from  photographs  made  in 
the  War  Department  of  Washington  of  what  the  Adjutant 
General  says  "is  approximately  500,000  records." 

When  completed  and  in  the  Libraries  and  Clerk  of  Court 
Offices  of  our  State,  it  will  be  invaluable  to  our  people  for 
future  referencce.  I  am  diligently  working  to  get  it  as 
nearly  completed  as  possible  by  next  session  of  our  Leg- 
islature. 

In  conclusion  Comrades,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say 
that  harmony  prevails  in  the  ranks  of  our  Division,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  age  of  most  of  our  Comrades,  they  take 
an  interest  in  the  Organization ;  and  that  we  have  reason  to 
hope  for  a  good  attendance  at  our  National  Reunion  to  be 
held  in  Washington,  the  Capitol  City  of  our  Country,  in 
1917. 

We  should  be  grateful  to  the  Almighty,  that  He  has 
blessed  so  many  of  our  Comrades  wath  long  life,  and  en- 
couraged by  His  blessings,  we  should,  as  Comrades,  feel  a 
lively  interest  in  each  other,  and  by  consistent  and  dignified 
conduct,  encourage  our  sons  and  daughters  in  their  patriotic 
efforts. 

We  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for  that  we  should  be 
cheerful,  not  gloomy,  as  we  fade  away,  that  when  the  final 
taps  shall  close  the  record  of  our  organization  and  our  lives, 
our  patriotic  successors  shall  say,  we  lived  not  in  vain. 

This  address  was  received  with  hearty  applause. 
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The  report  of  Adjutant  General  Thomas  Higgins  showed 
the  following  camps  in  good  standing  and  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, namely : 

Camp  No.  Votes.         Camp  No.  Votes. 

3  3  6 3 

7  2  9  2 

14  2  16  2 

17  2  38  2 

40  2  62  2 

78  2  110  2 

182  2  193  2 

196  2  229 2 

247  2  264  2 

345  2  379  2 

409  2  490  3 

545  2  548  2 

531  2  580  2 

607  2  634  2 

798  2  1111  2 

1185  2  1497  2 

1503  2  1603  3 

1777  2  1788  2 

A  total  of  thirty-six  camps  entitled  to  seventy-six  votes. 
Camps  Nos.  41,  1484  and  1702  owe  for  1915  and  1916. 
Camps  Nos.  1232  and  1272  owe  for  1916.  Camps  1074, 
1093  and  1529  are  in  arrears  more  than  two  years. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  was  received  and 
adopted. 

Upon  motion,  duly  carried,  the  Chairman  appointed  the 
following  Committee  on  Resolutions,  to  whom  all  resolutions 
were  to  be  referred  without  reading,  namely,  Comrades  M. 
E.  Shaddock,  Camp  No.  62;  J.  S.  Millikin,  Camp  No.  193, 
and  W.  T.  Lassiter,  Camp  No.  3. 
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Comrade  Howell  Carter,  Chairman  of  the  History  Com- 
mittee, read  a  paper,  from  which  we  quote  the  following : 

SUNSHINE  AND  SHADOWS. 

Nations,  countries  and  States,  like  individuals,  must  have 
shades  following  their  sunshines  of  life  to  know  how  to  ap- 
preciate the  brightness  that  is  coveted  by  all,  if  not,  the 
shining  light  would  blind  them  to  all  surroundings  and 
bring  to  them  the  ruin  of  darkness,  verifying  the  Biblical 
maxim  that  "men  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil"     *     *     * 

We  can  go  back  to  the  fifth  decade  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury, and  bask  in  the  sunlight  of  their  happiness  and  pros- 
perity, a  prosperity  that  had  never  been  known  before  in 
America,  but  it  took  the  shadow  of  the  yellow  fever  scourge 
of  1853  to  make  us  appreciate  the  brilliancy  of  our  sun- 
shine. Then  for  seven  years  there  was  nothing  to  mar  the 
home  happiness  of  our  people.  Surrounded  by  comforts 
that  would  gratify  the  most  critical  of  connoissieurs,  they 
moved  along  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  not  even  disturbed 
by  the  rumbling  thunders  heard  in  the  distance,  thunders 
that  presaged  a  mighty  storm  that  would  soon  burst  upon 
them  in  all  its  fury,  and,  it  came  indeed,  and  its  dark 
shadows  obscured  our  beautiful  sunshine,  leaving  behind 
vacant  chairs  in  almost  every  home,  in  many  places  only  the 
chimneys  of  once  happy  homes,  but  through  all  these  lower- 
ing clouds  little  rifts  would  sometimes  appear  and  the  sun- 
shine would  peep  upon  us,  the  sunshine  of  encouragement 
when  the  glorious  womanhood  of  our  country  would  hide 
their  suffering  and  in  superb  beatitude  would  sing  to  us 
"Cheer  boys.  Cheer,  you  are  marching  on  to  victory."  Such 
was  the  sublimity  of  this  immaculate  race,  through  the 
darkest  cloud  they  would  hide  their  self-abnegation  and 
flash  upon  us  a  bright  and  lovely  sunshine  and  thus  the  sun- 
shine and  shadows  played  "hide  and  seek"  for  four  long 
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years,  and  then  the  beauteous  wings  of  peace  were  spread 
over  our  land,  Grant  and  Lee  had  arranged  terms  that 
would  soon  fashion  our  swords  into  plowshares,  and  all 
felt  that  if  we  would  succeed,  we  must 

"Taste  the  joy 

That  springs  from  labor." 

This  compact  was  made  by  two  of  the  best  soldiers  Amer- 
ica ever  produced.  They  had  crossed  swords  and  each  knew 
that  the  other  was  worthy  of  his  steel.  Then,  too,  both 
were  gentlemen  and  knowing  that  their  honor  was  as  spot- 
less as  their  steel,  they  expected  their  followers  to  do  as 
they  would,  never  dreaming  that  camp  followers  and  polit- 
ical tricksters  and  sharks  were  lurking  in  the  rear.    *    *    * 

Wars,  cruel  and  devastating  have  been  fought,  crimes  in 
all  their  hideousness  have  been  committed,  men  have  been 
cast  into  seething  flames  and  boiling  oils,  almost  every  na- 
tion and  every  clime  have  witnessed  some  black  deeds,  even 
religion  has  been  renderd  fanatical  and  has  had  its  Bar- 
tholomews. Puritanism  has  run  wild  and  used  the  stock  and 
stake,  but  where  on  earth  has  ever  been  found,  such  devil- 
try, such  cold-blooded  calculated  rescality  as  so  long  stalked 
abroad  in  the  Southland  during  the  dark  days  of  recon- 
struction ? 

Byron  tells  us  that  the  Corsair 

"Left  a  name  to  other  times 

Linked  with  one  virtue  and  a  thousand  crimes." 


Forbearance  though,  ceased  to  be  a  virtue  and  the  old 
Mechanic's  Institute  gave  forth  a  peal  of  thunder  that  pre- 
saged a  storm  that  must  come  and  then  all  over  the  South 
unbearable  deeds  were  being  committed  and  drastic  means 
had  to  be  resorted  to.     *     *     * 
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Self-preservation  demands  secret  organizations  and  the 
"Ku-Klux  Klan"  and  its  kindred  organizations  soon  spread 
such  terror  among  the  negroes  that  hope  began  to  glimmer 
in  the  Southron's  breast. 

One  remarkable  fact  connected  with  those  dark  days  of 
reconstruction  was  the  absence  of  any  of  their  white  leaders 
whenever  and  wherever  a  conflict  was  brought  on.  No 
wounded  or  dead  among  that  number  were  ever  seen.  They 
knew  how  to  protect  themselves  and  performed  that  duty 
to  perfection.     *     ♦     ♦ 

The  Southerner  is  naturally  of  a  forgiving  disposition, 
and  Time,  the  great  healer  of  wounds,  soon  touched  his 
wand  upon  all  of  these  once  disturbing  elements,  and  to-day 
the  whole  Nation  is  basking  in  the  sunlight  of  happiness 
and  prosperity.  Old  Louisiana,  the  Queen  of  Southern 
States,  with  her  great  diversified  crops,  the  acreage  produc- 
tion of  which  is  greater  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  is 
riding  along  upon  the  crest  of  the  wave  of  prosperity,  and 
go  where  you  may,  scores  of  young  people  will  tell  you 
"Both  of  my  grandfathers  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  but  one 
wore  the  Blue  and  the  other  the  Gray,"  and  they  are  proud 
to  think  that  the  dear  old  colors  have  blended  so  harmoni- 
ously. In  fact  when  the  clouds  are  chased  away  and  we  look 
into  the  sky,  what  do  we  see  but  the  commingling  of  the  blue 
and  gray,  accentuating  the  fact  that  these  are  indeed  God's 
colors  and  must  ever  be  our  hallowed  memories. 

My  friends,  one  shadow  still  rests  over  our  organization 
to-day,  the  shadow  that  hides  from  us  some  of  the  gallant 
boys  who  wore  the  Gray.  Let  the  fault  be  where  it  may. 
Time  should  use  his  wand  and  touch  all  discordant  elements 
and  let  the  sunshine  of  reconciliation  and  fraternity  be 
flashed  upon  all  of  the  old  Confederate  soldiers  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  that  we  are  to-day  reveling  in 
the  sunshine  of  a  pleasure  furnished  us  by  the  good  people 
of  Lake  Charles,  and  if  I  mistake  not  it  is  an  ideal  place  to 
witness  an  illustration  of  the  grandeur  and  sublimity  of 
pure-hearted  unselfish  reconciliation,  a  beautiful  sunshine 
of  blue  and  gray  that  have  chased  into  oblivion  the  shadows 
of  fifty  years  ago. 

From  our  hearts,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  tender  Lake 
Charles  our  thanks  for  the  lovely  sunshine  that  has  been 
flashed  upon  us  and  we  glory  in  saying.  Your  people  are  my 
people,  Your  Country  my  Country  and  Your  God  my  God. 

Telegrams  were  received  and  read  expressing  regrets  at 
not  being  able  to  attend,  and  wishing  us  a  successful  re- 
union, from  Comrades  H.  C.  Rogers,  Shreveport,  La.,  and 
H.  J.  Lea,  of  Winnsboro,  La., ;  and  expressing  greetings  and 
best  wishes  from  Mrs.  M,  M.  Bannerman,  President  Lou- 
isiana Division,  U.  D.  C,  Grand  Cane,  La. 

The  following  resolutions  were  reported  favorably  by  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  upon  motion,  duly  seconded, 
were  unanimously  adopted,  namely : 

RESOLUTION    NO.     1. 

Whereas,  the  State  has  expended  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  have  several  hundred  thousand  Card  Records  and 
Muster  Rolls  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
photographed,  so  as  to  get  the  true  records;  and 

Whereas,  it  took  Gen.  T.  W.  Castleman  nearly  four  years 
to  get  access  to  these  rolls,  which  was  at  first  refused  to  him ; 
and 

Whereas,  the  photographing  of  these  Records  was  under 
way  when  General  Castleman  died,  and  was  prosecuted  by 
General  Shaffer  until  his  death,  and  was  only  finished  by 
General  Booth,  after  he  succeeded  General  Shaffer ;  and 
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Whereas,  the  compiling  and  publishing  of  these  Records, 
showing  the  service  of  the  Confederate  troops  who  went  out 
from  Louisiana,  not  only  in  the  field,  but  also  in  Federal 
prisons,  will  be  of  great  and  perpetual  value  to  the  descend- 
ants of  the  brave  men  who  served  Louisiana  in  those  trying 
times ; 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved  by  this  Convention,  That  we 
heartily  endorse,  and  urgently  petition  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  complete 
and  publish  the  Records,  the  work  now  being  done  by  Gen. 
A.  B.  Booth,  Commissioner  of  Louisiana  Military  Records. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  we  consider  this  to  be  due 
to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  who  did  their  duty  in  that 
memorable  struggle,  and  to  their  descendants — and  espe- 
cially due  to  the  memory  of  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  bat- 
tle, and  in  Northern  prisons — as  this  is  the  only  reward  the 
State  can  offer  to  them  and  their  children  for  their  noble 
sacrifices. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  we  thank  and  commend  the 
Legislators  for  the  noble  provision  made  to  pension  the  sur- 
viving Confederate  Veterans  and  their  widows;  and  re- 
spectfully represent  to  them  that  this  compilation  and  publi- 
cation of  complete  records  to  be  put  in  the  offices  of  every 
Clerk  of  Court  in  the  State  for  a  perpetual  record,  for  the 
thousands  who  gave  their  lives  and  who  left  no  widows  to 
receive  pensions,  and  are  thus  the  more  entitled  to  this  his- 
torical protection  by  the  State. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2. 

Resolved,  That  we  again  reiterate  and  endorse  the  pro- 
posed and  assured  Reunion  or  Peace  Jubilee  of  the  Blue  and 
Gray,  to  be  held  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  16,  17,  18  and 
19,  1917,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Association  of 
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Vicksburg  Veterans  and  directly  in  charge  of  the  Quarter- 
master General  of  the  United  States,  who  will  have  charge 
of  same,  providing  for  the  sustenance  and  upkeep  of  same 
from  the  appropriation  of  $150,000.00  made  by  the  Congress 
at  its  last  sitting. 

Resolved  Further,  That  each  camp  in  the  State  use  its 
influence  with  their  Police  Jurors  in  the  effort  to  obtain  a 
donation  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  transportation 
charges  to  and  from  said  Reunion  of  all  Veterans  who  are 
financially  unable  to  pay — this  to  apply  to  both  Blue  and 
Gray. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3. 

Resolution  offered  by  C.  P.  Richard,  Adjutant  of  Camp 
14,  and  unanimously  approved  by  the  members,  ordered  to 
be  presented  for  approval  by  delegates  at  the  Lake  Charles 
State  Union  of  U.  C.  V.,  on  October  25,  26,  1916. 

It  is  fitting  in  offering  these  resolutions  that  remarks 
upon  the  subject  be  given  in  full. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  there  is  pending  before  Congress, 
several  petitions  under  different  forms  to  return  to  the 
Southern  States  the  unclaimed  portion  of  property  taken 
and  confiscated  by  the  United  Staes  Government  during  and 
after  the  Civil  War,  namely,  one  from  a  camp  in  Texas, 
one  in  Georgia,  and  by  resolution,  Bennett  H.  Young,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, U.  C.  v.,  at  the  Chattanooga  Reunion; 
Mrs.  Behan,  President  General,  Memorial  Association ;  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  New  Orleans  Housewives  Asso- 
ciation, E.  E.  Lee  Camp  No.  14,  through  Miss  D.  Gautreaux, 
President  La.  Div.,  U.  D.  C,  at  the  Savannah  Convention, 
presented  by  Hon.  L.  Lazaro  to  Congress,  and  by  his  efforts 
is  now  before  the  Committee  on  War  Claims.    Last,  by  Hon. 
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John  M.  Tillman,  3rd  District  of  Arkansas,  sent  to  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensioners  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Whereas,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
since  decided  it  to  be  illegal,  therefore,  as  most  of  this 
property  and  money  paid  for  the  cotton  tax  was  paid  by  the 
Confederate  Veterans. 

We  therefore  petition  that  this  money  be  distributed  at 
once  by  the  United  States  Pension  Office,  equally  among  all 
the  Confederate  Veterans  and  their  widows  from  the  States 
from  which  it  was  taken. 

Whereas,  This  petition  and  memorial  is  now  before  Con- 
gress, we  urge  that  each  delegate  petition  his  representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  join  in  putting  through,  when  Congress 
meets,  the  aforesaid  Southern  claims  act. 

Several  resolutions  from  Comrades  asking  the  Convention 
to  endorse  them  for  appointment  by  the  Governor  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Pension  Commissioners,  but  upon 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  these  were  laid  upon  the 
table,  the  sentiment  being  that  the  Convention  could  not 
decide  between  these  worthy  Comrades. 

A  resolution  proposing  for  the  Convention  to  elect  one 
from  among  the  number  was  also  tabled, 

A  resolution  was  adopted  thanking  the  people  of  Lake 
Charles  for  their  generous  hospitality ;  and  specially  men- 
tioning the  ladies  for  their  devoted  attention,  and  the  Boy 
Scouts,  for  their  patriotic  services. 

Mrs.  Mildred  S.  Wilcox,  chaperon ;  Miss  Ethel  Hereford, 
sponsor;  Miss  Marie  Moss,  maid  of  honor,  and  Mrs.  P.  D. 
LeBleu,  matron  of  honor,  for  Fitzhugh  Lee  Camp,  Sons 
Confederate  Veterans  No.  661 ;  Mrs.  Letitia  Roberts,  chap- 
erone,  and  Miss  Mattie  Havens,  sponsor,  for  Beauregard 
Camp  No.  1777,  U.  C.  V.,  were  recognized,  upon  request  of 
their  camps. 
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Mrs.  T.  C.  Plauche,  special  chaperone;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Sulli- 
van, chaperone ;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Winterhalder,  matron  of  honor ; 
Miss  May  Thompson,  sponsor;  Miss  Lelia  Ramsey,  first 
maid  of  honor,  and  Miss  Veda  Fisher,  official  ladies  for  Sons 
of  Confederate  Veterans,  were  also  recognized,  but  the  num- 
ber of  the  camp  was  not  handed  to  us.  Mrs.  T.  Porter,  chap- 
erone ;  Mrs.  T.  S.  Bennett,  matron  of  honor ;  Miss  Evange- 
line Perkins,  sponsor;  Miss  Marguerite  Wilson,  maid  of 
honor,  and  Miss  Jessie  Boyd,  maid  of  honor  for  some  of 
Louisiana  Divisions,  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans,  were 
also  recognized. 

When  election  of  Major  General  was  pronounced  in  order, 
Comrades  Geo.  H.  Tichenor,  of  Camp  No.  9,  and  Comrade 
Howell  Carter,  of  Camp  No.  17,  were  placed  in  nomination 
in  a  fraternal  contest. 

Upon  roll  call  twenty-one  camps  voted,  fifteen  camps  cast- 
ing thirty-two  votes  for  Comrade  Tichenor,  and  seven 
camps  casting  fourteen  votes  for  Comrade  Carter,  forty- 
six  votes  being  polled. 

Upon  motion  of  Comrade  John  A.  White,  duly  seconded, 
the  election  of  Comrade  Tichenor  was  made  unanimous. 

Major  General-elect  Geo.  H.  Tichenor  was  presented  to 
the  Convention,  and  in  a  brief  address  thanked  his  comrades 
for  the  honor  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  and  pledged  his 
best  efl'orts  for  the  success  of  the  Division. 

The  selection  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Convention  of  1917  was  left  to  the  Major  General-elect. 

After  the  benediction  by  Comrade  M.  E.  Shaddock,  As- 
sistant Chaplain  General,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  parade  at  3:30  o'clock  P.  M.,  October  26, 
1916;  where  the  large  concourse  of  the  people  of  the  city 
thronged  the  streets  during  the  parade,  and  the  closing 
hours  of  our  happy  reunion.     Comrades  then  shook  each 
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other's  hands  with  a  God  bless  you,  and  the  expressed  hope 
that  they  might  meet  again  at  the  next  reunion,  and  the 
Lake  Charles  meeting  became  only  a  pleasant  memory  on 
our  road  to  the  Great  Beyond,  as  we  left  for  home. 

A.  B.  BOOTH, 

Major  General, 
Commanding,  La.  Div.,  U.  C.  V., 

THOMAS   HIGGINS, 
Adjt.  Gen'l  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


